A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
ridding himself of responsibility was to summon a special
limited body known to history as the Little Parliament. It
was not without distinguished membership, although it has had
to suffer much ridicule;1 but it was revolutionary in temper,
impossible to handle, and had to resign itself into the hands of
the master before the end of the year (1653), after having sat
five months.
The Second Experiment: the Protectorate. On
December 16, four days after the break-up of the Little Parlia-
ment, a document was produced called the Instrument of
Government. There was to be a Council of Fifteen (a manage-
able number, which betrays Cromwell's hand), and there was
to be a House of Commons duly elected, though in the true
tradition of the Great Rebellion it was to be a select oligarchy
of the wealthier classes. No one could be a member unless he
had what to-day would be the equivalent of a good deal over
^1000 in land or goods or both, and, what was more significant,
no one could vote for the election of a member unless he were
similarly fortunate. And, of course, no one of the numerous
Catholic minority could be elected or could vote, nor could
those who had sided with the King.
At the same time the rule was to be in the hands of one
man* who was to be called the Protector of the Kingdom—
that man being, of course, Cromwell. The new House of this
second experiment was summoned to meet on Cromwell's
lucky day, September 3, but again he was disappointed. The
House questioned the new Constitution, proceeded to a sort of
independence, and hampered the executive power of the ™m
who was now, in spite of himself, responsible for public order
and the management of foreign affairs—so the unfortunate
Cromwell was once more entangled in a failure. He had
promised to let the House sit for five months—that is, until
February 3,1655. -^e now suddenly sprang it upon them that
he would interpret the word' month * as meaning a lunar month,
and dissolved them on January 22.
The Great Military and Naval Position of England.
It is one of the characteristics of rule by one man, howt?er
unwilling, and that man unrestrained by custom and able to
call upon the full resources of the state, that it nearly always
1 It has been nicknamed * the Barebones Parliament/ from the member.-
ship of one called Praise-God Barbones, a leather-dealer in Fteet Street.

